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News Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

EBRCOA Approved to Begin Construction of Lotus Village Senior Living Community

BATON ROUGE, Louisiana (4/6/2021) — The East Baton Rouge Council on Aging (EBRCOA) and Gulf Coast Housing
Partnership (GCHP) are excited to announce the successful closing of the Lotus Village Senior Living Community
transaction. Once construction begins, the project is slated to be completed within 14 months. This new
development will be located in Baton Rouge’s historical Gracie neighborhood and will transform the area into a
mixed-use community that is sure to attract seniors and new commerce. The development team includes New
Orleans based developer, GCHP, MAP Design Group and Cobalt Construction Group.

“The need for access to safe, affordable and adaptable housing has been a frequent request of our seniors. We
want the seniors of EBR Parish to know we heard them! EBRCOA is committed to serving the needs of the seniors
and at the moment this is a dire need. We are excited to serve as pioneers in providing services to the aged
community and we strive to continue to raise the bar. Lotus Village is a huge step in that direction and | am honored
to be a facilitator as this vision comes to fruition, “stated Tasha Clark-Amar, CEO of EBRCOA.

Lotus Village will be a multi-million dollar construction project that will create a community dedicated to the
needs of seniors, most importantly the need for affordable housing. Lotus Village Senior Living Community will
comprise of 116 residential rental home units within 56 individual buildings. EBRCOA will partner with CareSouth
Medical and Dental to provide the state’s very first Geriatric Healthcare facility with full medical, dental, vision,
hearing and therapeutic services for the residents of the community.

EBRCOA is also conducting strategic conversations with a local grocer with plans to bring an open-air grocery market
to Lotus Village. EBRCOA is pursuing additional partnerships and sponsorships for infrastructure enhancements for
Lotus Village. According to the project plan, Lotus Village will include a Geriatric Fitness Center, a full-service grocery
market, relaxing walking paths and gardens.

“We appreciate the support of our funding partners, and that of Mayor Broome and her team who have made this
project possible,” said Kathy Laborde, GCHP President and CEO. “Lotus Village Senior Living Community furthers
the investment GCHP and its partners have made in Mid-City. Lotus Village will provide residents with quality
affordable housing and through our partnership with EBRCOA, convenient access to important health and well-
being supportive services.”

Funding for the $22 million senior living project comes from Community Development Block Grant- Disaster
Recovery Funds from the Louisiana Office of Community Development; 4 % low-income housing tax credits from



the Louisiana Housing Corporation, syndicated to National Equity Fund; tax exempt bond construction and
permanent lending from Cedar Rapids Bank and Trust; and affordable housing support from the Federal Home
Loan Bank of Dallas, sponsored by Red River Bank.

EBRCOA would like to thank the office of Mayor-President Sharon Weston-Broome for providing the infrastructure
improvements for this area. Also, thank you to Louisiana State Senators Cleo Fields and Regina Barrow for their
continued commitment to providing additional funding for the necessary infrastructure to address the needs of
seniors.

For more information, call the Council on Aging at (225) 923-8000.

The East Baton Rouge Council on Aging (EBRCOA) is a non-profit organization serving the senior population of East
Baton Rouge Parish. Annually, our agency delivers 1,105,820 meals through our “Meals on Wheels” Program and
our senior centers and meal sites.
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Since 1973, the East Baton Rouge Council on Aging (EBRCOA), a 501c3 nonprofit supported by philanthropic
donations and public funds (federal, state, and local), has served the seniors of East Baton Rouge Parish through a
spectrum of nutritional and social services such as the nationally recognized Meals on Wheels program and over a

dozen community senior centers throughout the Parish. EBRCOA is charged with discovering and meeting the
growing needs of this ever-increasing population. Central to EBRCOA's mission — Supporting Independence and
Serving Seniors — is proving high-quality services to seniors, the maintenance of their personal independence, and
the enhancement of their storied lives while being good fiduciary stewards of public funds and trust. More
information about EBRCOA and its services can be found online at www.ebrcoa.org.



http://www.ebrcoa.org/

